
“Identification of the problem is 90% of the solution.”
Smythe, 2001
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The Learner Profiler has been developed
to help identify reading achievement,

strengths and weaknesses of underlying
skills, and provide suggestions to

teachers and managers.



Identifying the problem

What is reading?
Reading is about the extraction of meaning from the written word. It is about
comprehension of the written thoughts of others.

What is writing?
Writing is about putting down on paper your own ideas in a manner that can be read
by others, and they can understand what you intended.

What do we mean by developing literacy skills?
Reading and writing are literacy skills. They are the two sides of the literacy process
which underpin our ability to function in a productive society. Until we learn to read, we
cannot read to learn. Until we learn to write, we cannot show what we know.

But how can the Learner Profiler help?
It is easy to know that a child is failing. But it is more difficult to understand why they
are failing. The Profiler has been developed to help understand the underlying
difficulties and what can be done in the classroom, by mainstream classroom teachers,
to improve standards. 

By using a series of computerised tests that are based on international research, it is
possible to identify strengths and weaknesses of the individual, and use this
information to make suggested adaptations to the teaching.

Furthermore, a special attention has been paid to development of reports that are
about the whole class, and how to ensure everybody benefits from the Profiler reports.

Long term commitment
This testing system has been in development for over ten years, and is in use in such
places as the Royal Air Force (UK), Higher Education Colleges in Wales, Primary and
Secondary Schools in Dublin (Ireland), and across a local education authority (all
Primary and Secondary Schools) in Wales. Chinese, Hungarian, Portuguese, and
Welsh versions will be launched in early 2009.

“I need something that is reliable and tell m more than I already know.”
Psychologist, Dublin, 2008



The online system uses a simple login for each
student user, who will be led through a series of
activities that are designed to identify their
specific needs.

Tests have been developed to be similar to those
used by psychologists throughout the world,
adapted to the local conditions. Test are for
literacy abilities as well as underlying difficulties.

The testing covers all the important areas,
including maths, using state of the art algorithms
to interpret the data and identify the difficulties of
the pupil.

The teacher has access to all the student
records, and can see how well they performed in
each test as well a receive a list of easy to
implement teaching recommendations.

The teacher can access each of the tests, and
can return for retesting at a later date if
necessary.

User friendly interface Screen shots

“I know which children are failing. But I do not
know what to do. The Profiler gives me solutions.”

Teacher, Western Cape, 2008



“I like the learner profiler as not only does it tell me about individuals
and schools, and can also see what is happening across the region..”

Administrator, 2011

Reports and other outputs

The standard outputs are:
• A report for each pupil
• A report for the whole class

Each report makes recommendations on teaching support.

Furthermore, where appropriate it is also possible to:
• Compare each class within a school
• Generate reports of all schools within a region

For further details, please contact:

Gerald Williamson Tel  -  011 682 1716

Danny Havenga Cell -  0826050009


